
 

Poet and playwright 

Derek Walcott said, 

“The English language is 

nobody's special 

property. It is the 

property of the 

imagination: it is the 

property of the language 

itself.” I truly cannot 

express how much I 

agree with Walcott on 

this point. I believe that 

we can say the same 

thing about all languages.  

Our language is molded 

by our own imagination. 

Thanks to new 

technologies and ideas, 

languages are constantly 

changing. By speaking 

with each other and 

sharing our ideas, we are 

changing the English 

language every day! Each 

person’s English is 

different because each 

person has unique 

thoughts and ideas. 

As the new English 

Exchange instructor for 

the year, I want our 

classes to be about 

finding each student’s 

English and helping each 

other express ourselves 

in this language. By 

practicing our English 

skills, we learn about 

each other, our different 

countries, and ourselves. 

So, if you want to 

practice your English, find 

friends, and learn from 

each other, come to any 

of the English Exchange 

classes at six different 

libraries in Palm Beach 

County! 

I can’t wait to learn from 

you, 

-Shannon Wolverton, 

AmeriCorps Member 

Let’s Learn from Each Other! 
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A Peruvian New Year 

There are many traditions about how the Peruvians receive the New Year. 
One of them is if you want to have good luck the next year, you should 
receive the year wearing yellow clothes. Days before, the stores show you 
socks, ties, underwear and others, but always the yellow color. The parents 

put a yellow bracelet on their babies. 

Another tradition is at midnight you open the door and throw a bucket of water. This is to 

throw out the bad luck. 

If you want to have money the next year, you should have lentils in your 

hand at midnight. And then you should put each lentil in your purse. 

If you want to travel, take your luggage and walk around the block. More 

distance you walk, your next travel will be further away. 

If you are at the beach, you turn your back to the sea and hold hands with your friends or 

family and step back and forth. This is for good luck for the New Year. 

-Zoila Bueno, Main Library 

How Do You Celebrate the New Year? 

At 11:59 pm on December 
31 there is a lot to be 
excited for! As we move 
from one year to the next, 
we think about the 
possibilities and 
opportunities that are 
waiting for us. When we 
celebrate the New Year in 
the United States, we 
watch a ball drop and kiss 
our loved ones at 
midnight. Other countries 
and communities have 
their own traditions and 

dates of celebration. 

CHINA 

In China, they use a 
different calendar. This 

means that the 
New Year takes 
place in January 
or February. To 
celebrate, 

people put money in red 
envelopes and give them to 

children. 

LATIN AMERICA 

In several countries in Latin 
America, people wear 
colored clothes for luck in 
different areas of their lives. 
If you wear red, you will be 

lucky in love! 

 

SPAIN 

At midnight, 
Spaniards eat 12 
grapes, one for 
each month of the 

year, for good luck! 

 

MUSLIM 

COMMUNITIES 

The New Year for people 
of Islamic faith is Al-Hijra. 
Some communities 
exchange gifts. During this 
New Year celebration, 
people give food and other 

supplies to the poor. 

DENMARK 

On December 31, the 
people of Denmark shatter 
their plates using the doors 
of their friends and family 
members. Doing this means 

good luck in the next year. 

 

SCOTLAND AND 

ENGLAND 

In parts of the United 
Kingdom, people celebrate 
“first-footing.” In this 
tradition, the first person of 
the years who enters the 
house must bring gifts for 

good luck! 

JEWISH NEW YEAR 

Jewish New Year is called 
Rosh Hashanah and takes 
place in the fall. One of the 
traditions is to sound the 
shofar (a hallowed ram’s 

horn). 
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Harriet Riofrio is no stranger to teaching; in the past, she has taught English on the university 
level and taught English in Mexico City for five years. Harriet was involved with her library in 
Virginia and wanted to continue with her volunteer work when she moved to Palm Beach 
County.  Harriet liked the idea of meeting with a student to help them improve their English 

skills, which can help students in other areas of their life. 

If you ask Rosa Fortunato about Harriet, it is likely that you will hear her refer to Harriet as 
“my angel.” Rosa was born in Venezuela to Italian parents. She first moved to the United 
States when she was 29 years old.  She moved to Italy for a time after and worked in an outlet 
mall, where she was the only person who 
spoke English. When she moved back to 
the United States, she started to take 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 

courses. 

In fact, Rosa found out about the Adult 
Literacy Project by accident:  outside of 
her old ESOL classroom, she found a flyer 
advertising the program. Because Rosa’s 
goals are to obtain a college degree and 
write a book based on her life, she knew 
that she needed to work on the fine points 
of reading and writing. For about six 
months, Harriet and Rosa have been 
meeting at the Greenacres Branch once a 
week to complete the lessons from Rosa’s 

Challenger workbook.  

Even though they are making great 
progress in the books, their sessions are 
not just about English grammar. Harriet 
said that their relationship involves 
“sharing and learning from each other.” 
The pair called their sessions a haven because it is a place where they can forget everything 

else and work on Rosa’s goals. 

Rosa said that when she practices her English skills, she has to “leave all fear on the side.” She 
says that she gets rid of her fear because that is the only way that she can learn. “The more 

you know,” she said, “the more you understand and the more you can help.” 

Rosa and Harriet want to thank the Greenacres Branch staff for always supporting them and 

giving them a place to meet! 

In the Spotlight 

Rosa Fortunato 

Rosa Fortunato and Harriet Riofrio meet for their 

weekly session at the Greenacres Branch. 

Free Reading and pre-GED Help for Adult Students 

Find out more! 

(561) 894-7510 

We need volunteers too! 
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Across 

1. In China, people put money in red  

     _____. 

4. If you wear _____ clothes, you will be  

   lucky in love! 

6. In Peru, people hold _____ in their  

    hands so they will get money in the  

    New Year. 

7. To use the free resources at the      

    library, you need a library _____. 

9. “We’re More than _____!” 

Down 

2. Mayerson Academy can help with  

    _______ and pronunciation. 

3. In Spain, people eat 12 _______  

    for good luck in the New Year. 

5. In _______, people break plates on 

    their friends’ and family’s doors. 

8. “One language sets you in a  

    corridor for life. Two opens every  

    _______ along the way.” 

Use the information in this newsletter to 

complete the crossword. 



 

Ten years ago, Amalia Velasquez came to Florida from Colombia. Now, she is studying for her 
U.S. Citizenship test. To help her prepare for the test, Amalia has been taking advantage of the 

resources that the library offers her. 

Several years ago, a friend told Amalia about the Library’s Adult Literacy Project. Soon after, she 
began meeting with Seymour Goldstein to work on reading and writing in English. “Mr. 
Seymour is an excellent person!” Amalia said with a smile. Last year Amalia completed the 
Challenger Adult Reading Series receiving her diploma. To continue toward her goal of 
citizenship while improving her conversational English skills, Seymour told her about the 
English Exchange program. This program offers free conversation practice to speakers of other 
languages at six different libraries in Palm Beach County. “There is no pressure in the 
classroom,” Amalia said. She added that this stress-free environment allows students to really 

open up and gives them the confidence to 

practice their English. 

For two years now, Amalia has been 
practicing her conversational English skills 
at the Greenacres Branch. In addition, the 
library has provided Amalia with books that 
will help her prepare for the citizenship 
test. This combination allows Amalia to 
work on all aspects of English and make 

new friends at the same time! 

Last year, Amalia and other students met to 
celebrate the 10th anniversary of the English 
Exchange program. Amalia said that her 
favorite part about the celebration was 
meeting students who shared their stories 
and experiences about the program.  As a 
board member of Library Literacy Friends, 
connecting with students is important to 
Amalia especially in her new role.  We 
thank Amalia for her belief and advocacy of 

the Library’s Adult Literacy Project!                   

Amalia Velasquez, Board Member 

Library Literacy Friends, Inc. 

Using Her Voice to Give Back 
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Are You Studying for the U.S. Citizenship Test? 

 
Take a look at the Citizenship Resource Center!  There 

are free study materials that you can use from your 

smartphone, tablet, or other mobile device. 

https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship
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Practice makes perfect! We recommend the 

following applications and websites to 

explore. 

Mayerson Academy is a free 
app for your phone that uses 
videos and flashcards to help you 

with spelling and 

pronunciation. 

To download, 
search for 
Mayerson 
Academy in the 
AppStore (iPhone) 

or the GooglePlay store 

(Android). 

Busuu is a free app for your phone 
that helps your learn and practice 
other languages with fun and easy 

activities. You can also get help from 
native speakers who are also using 

the app.  Try Busuu for free! 

Use your library card to explore these FREE websites: 

 

 

LearningExpress 

Transparent Language 

 

 

More resources and websites for learning available at: 

http://www.pbclibrary.org/services/adult-literacy-project 

http://www.learningexpresshub.com/productengine/LELIndex.html#/learningexpresslibrary/libraryhome?AuthToken=A1DBD5C9-049D-4905-9051-F7883E36CF6E
https://library.transparent.com/palmbeachfl/game/ng/#/login
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The library offers many resources for its members. Sometimes, we do not even think about all 

of the great things that the library has for us! 

In December, English Exchange classes learned that the library offered more than books. To 
discover all of the ways that Palm Beach County Library System can help us, the students 
learned about all of the resources that the libraries have. We learned about databases and 
websites that we can access with our library card. These websites and databases help us learn 
languages and study for tests. They also allow us to read books and magazines and watch 
movies from our mobile devices! Students also saw a list of the activities and classes at the 
library in Happenings, which is the library’s newsletter. Finally, students became familiar with 

the books, movies, music, and other 
items that we can borrow from the 

library. 

To become comfortable with using the 
library, English Exchange students 
completed a scavenger hunt! The 
instructor told each student about 
questions that she had and then the 
students had to search the library for an 
item or a resource that could solve the 
issue. Sometimes students 
recommended a website, database, or 
activity that the library offers. Other 
times, students returned with books, 

DVDs, or CDs! 

 

Go to pbclibrary.org to see 
everything that the library has for us. 

The best part: it is FREE! 

We’re More than Books! 

Alla Sundieva and Daniela Hernández Quintanilla  

 check for online resources at the Glades Road Branch. 

Need a Library Card? 
 

Fill out the application online. 
 

http://mylibrary.pbclibrary.org/pbclsonlineregistration/ 

 

Now you can use all of the great things  

 the library offers! 



 

Thank you for your generous support! 
Many Thanks! 

CAREER GOAL AWARD 

PROGRAM  
Students can get up to $100 

reimbursement for  

Licenses, Certifications, and U.S. 
Citizenship.  

Call the Volunteer Desk  

to learn more about the program.  

561-894-7510  

Adult Essay Contest 

“Describe your life five years from now!” 

 

Information and forms will be mailed to 

all students. 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by the Literacy Coalition of 

Palm Beach County 

English 

Exchange  

will be back in 

January!  

 

Watch for a flyer 

at your library! 

Editor: Shannon Wolverton 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

Across 

1. envelopes 

4. red 

6. lentils 

7. card 

9. books 

Down 

2. spelling 

3. grapes 

5. Denmark 

8. door 


