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Meet Marianne Estrada …

Marianne brings a wealth of experience to
our Project.
Originally from England,
Marianne taught nursery school and prekindergarten children for ten years. But then, she sought a change. As a
Library Associate, she began work on the Bookmobile, focusing on children’s storytime and other family outreach projects.
— Nelson Mandela

“Education is the most powerful weapon for changing the world.”

Our new Adult Literacy Coordinator,
Marianne started working with the Adult
Literacy Project in September after twenty
years with the Library’s Bookmobile.

Marianne has enjoyed being part of a new team, forming relationships
with both tutors and students. Her goal is to promote the Adult Literacy
Project, finding new ways to enhance the Project’s interactions with literacy students as well as with English language learners. In the coming year,
she looks forward to helping recruit new students for our programs and to
partnering with different Palm Beach County agencies to facilitate our
goals.
Welcome, Marianne! We look forward to working with you!

You and Your Student Are Invited to a Night at the Theater!
Join us for a performance of

Lake Worth Playhouse
Wednesday, January 17, 2018
@ 8:00pm
Dress Rehearsal
Call the Volunteer Desk to reserve your seat.
561-894-7510

In 1853 California, Ben Rumson strikes
gold and establishes a town in his own
name. The show follows the progress of
the town as hundreds of men come to
dig for gold. But there’s a problem, the
town has no women! Paint Your Wagon
is an ambitious and realistic take on
freedom and family during the Gold
Rush.
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News for You Online
News for You is available on the
pbclibrary.org website!
Accessible on any computer, tablet
or mobile device … a wonderful tool
for both students and tutors!
Audio for stories and captions offers
ideal practice for pronunciation
Key vocabulary lists
Interactive exercises
Weekly lesson plans for teachers plus
discussion and activity ideas
Just a click away!

Free ESL Resources
The ESL-Lounge website gives free
access to hundreds of ESL lesson
plans and materials that can be used
for communicative English lessons in
the classroom. Site resources include
grammar worksheets, surveys, flashcards, song lyrics, board games and
reading comprehension and communication activities for various levels
of English knowledge.
The “Book
Worm” sections on the site help
teachers choose the best learning
materials for their students. Visit the
website for more information.
www.esl-lounge.com
English Club is a free website for
learners and teachers of ESL that offers activities to build students’ listening, speaking, reading, and writing
skills. Educators can find printable
worksheets, activities, lesson plans,
online discussions, and interactive
practice for learners. Visit English
Club for more information.
www.englishclub.com

A Winning Student/Tutor Team ...
When Lebanese student Sana Bazzi called
the Adult Literacy Project earlier this year,
she wanted to surprise her tutor, Beth
Schwartz, with a section in Tutor Talk as a
way to thank her for all the work she has
done. This autumn, the team celebrated
their 5th anniversary together. In this time,
Sana and Beth have not only become an
excellent student-tutor team, but they also
found a great friendship and support in
each other. They created an atmosphere in which they teach and
learn from each other. “We really complement each other!” Beth
said with a smile.
Sana shows a passion for education. After successfully completing
the Endeavor series, Sana was still eager to practice her English skills
and learn about different topics that interest her. Sana and Beth developed their own lesson plans and prepared Sana to participate in
discussion groups. In these groups, Sana meets with other individuals
in Palm Beach County to talk about different aspects of history, culture, and art. Because the topics are constantly changing, Sana and
Beth are always on the hunt for resources at the Glades Road Branch
that can bring a unique perspective to the theme. Although these
studies started to help Sana prepare for her discussion groups, Beth
said it keeps her constantly learning also.
Apart from furthering Sana’s academic goals, the team uses their
time together to work on her personal and professional goals. “Beth
always encourages me,” Sana affirmed. “She tells me, ‘Don’t say you
can’t do it.’” When Beth saw Sana’s oil paintings, they decided it was
time for Sana to have her own website where she can sell her paintings and share her art with others. Sana uses her art to connect with
others, including Beth; when Beth’s dog passed away, Sana surprised
her tutor with a painting of her dogs.
Both Sana and Beth are thankful for the doors the Adult Literacy Project opens for students and tutors alike.

Welcome Tutors …
Following are tutors who have completed Just in Time Tutor Training
Workshops. We thank them for their efforts to combat illiteracy in our
community.
Barbara Bishop

Maria Cecilia Jocson

Karen Shusterman

Danyelle Bree

Alice Krasow

June Slote

Dee Earnest, Jr.

Patricia Loney

Bertha Smugar

Jeffry Gibson

Mary McPherson

Gessy Volcimus

Rochelle Goldfinger

Susan Mei

Shirley Wallace

Gail Griffis

Darlene Nowocien

Susan Isaacson

Jeanne Rathke
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Tutor Roundtable …
Word Building Tools and Techniques
Janet Knutson kicked off the October Tutor Roundtable with strategies for expanding vocabulary. Tutors left
with a step-by-step guide to be used with beginning and intermediate level students. Join us on Saturday,
February 24 at 10:30am at the West Boynton Branch for “ESOL Strategies and Resources for Speaking and
Reading.” Watch for your invitation.

Janet Knutson, Dee Earnest, Jr.,
and Cheryl Karadbil

Ellen Selip, Caroline Amazon

Maria Romano leading the
group discussion

CAREER GOAL AWARD PROGRAM
Students can get up to $100 reimbursement for Licenses,
Certifications and U.S. Citizenship.
Encourage your student to apply.
For more information call: 561-894-7510.
Congratulations to the following student/tutor teams:
Devon Hinds/Jeanne Early-Vockel and Dorota Hus/ Robert Miller
Well done, Devon and Dorota, on becoming U.S. Citizens!
Adult Literacy Project Outcomes
October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017
Volunteers:
127 tutors participated
5,548 hours of instruction provided
9 volunteers provided support services
783 hours donated
6,331 volunteer hours donated

Speakers of Other
Languages

Native
Speakers of
English

44%

56%

Students:
151 students served
English Exchange:
401 students participated
221 classes offered
3,748 instructional hours recorded
9,296 instructional hours achieved

Age Ranges:
20-29 6%
30-39 14%
40-49 19%

50-59 32%
60-69 21%
70+ 8%
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Memories of a Tutor … by Dot Erickson
Much to my amazement, this is my 16th year as a volunteer tutor for the Adult Literacy Project. I am a
retired teacher, set up a new “learning disabilities” program for a school, was a reading specialist, psychometrist, and now a tutor.
What is necessary to become a good tutor? You should be a person who speaks and reads English,
who likes people and has empathy for those who are different than you are. I thought it might be fun
to share some of my experiences over the years with you.
D.S. – A woman in her 30’s whose goal was to be able to read enough to take the courses necessary to
pass the test to become an LPN. She is a friendly woman with a family that kept her busy; so sometimes
her homework wasn’t done. She loved to write stories and we worked together to polish a poem she
had written, which was published in this newsletter. Her smile when she saw it was my reward.
G.S. - A delightful woman in her 50’s who had come to the US from Honduras many years earlier. She
had always lived in a Spanish speaking community hearing little English spoken. Her goal was to learn
to speak, read, and write English so she could get her GED. In addition to our time together she took
courses at a Community Center and at a high school. She is now (3 years later) almost there! I have
never met a more determined student. I am so proud of her.
H.R. – A 66 year old man who grew up in Mississippi, but had NO chance for schooling as he had to help
his family by picking cotton. He was a successful plumber, had his own business (his wife managed the
business), raised a successful family, and owned his own home. That was all amazing for he could neither read nor write! When I gave him homework, he always did much more. He was extremely bright
and dedicated and at the end of our 7 months together, he announced he was going on for his GED.
You could see his eyes light up as he learned new things. He was every teacher’s dream.
So my advice is to relax, have a sense of humor, and enjoy your students. They have given me so much
more than I have given to them.

A Reminder …
Your volunteer hours are important to the Adult Literacy Project. Please help us keep our records current by
submitting your timecards on a monthly basis. Thank you!!!

THANK
YOU FOR
YOUR
SUPPORT!

LIBRARY LITERACY TRIBUTE CARDS
SENDING A LIBRARY LITERACY TRIBUTE CARD IS A GREAT WAY TO HONOR SOMEONE OR
COMMEMORATE A SPECIAL OCCASION,
AND AT THE SAME TIME CONTRIBUTE TO LIBRARY LITERACY FRIENDS.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE VOLUNTEER DESK AT
561-894-7510
Editor: Elaine Gelber

Library Literacy Friends is a group of volunteers, students and other interested citizen advocates committed to
the continuation of the Palm Beach County Library’s Adult Literacy Project and to the elimination of illiteracy in
Palm Beach County and is supported totally by the contributions of its members and friends.
LIBRARY LITERACY FRIENDS, INC.
PALM BEACH COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM ADULT LITERACY PROJECT
HAGEN RANCH ROAD BRANCH LIBRARY
14350 HAGEN RANCH ROAD, DELRAY BEACH, FL 33446
561-894-7510

